Timing hormonal therapy in prostate cancer.
The history of the use of hormonal therapy to treat prostrate cancer is outlined, focusing on such treatments and disease scenarios as diethylstilboestrol therapy, androgen ablation alone or in conjunction with radiation, and the treatment of minimal disease burdens. Studies have pointed to the benefits of initiating androgen ablation therapy earlier in the treatment of prostate cancer; the greatest benefits of anti-androgen therapy may be gained when only tiny amounts of prostate cancer are present.